
Charlotte-Metrolina  MOAA Chapter Minutes for September 18, 2016 
 
President Ron Morgan called the meeting to order at 3:35 p.m.  at the Red Rocks Café.  The invocation 
was given by Chaplain John Samb and was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  Ron welcomed visitors 
Ed Brown, LTC (Ret) USAF, F-4 pilot and Bill Ferguson, US Army helicopter pilot and friend of guest 
speaker, Larry Dandridge.   
 
The 50/50 Raffle of $33.00 was won by guest Ed Brown.  The minutes from the May 22nd meeting were 
approved without changes.  The General Fund has a balance of $2170.10 and the JROTC Scholarship 
Fund has a balance of $16,305.36. 
 
Officer Reports: 
The Regular VP Officer reports were suspended for this meeting.  Gloria Scienski asks members to be 
diligent in responding to requests of National MOAA for mailings to Congress and the Administration.  
Ron Morgan reminded the Chapter that the October meeting will be our annual Oktoberfest celebration 
and that reservations are required.  Forms with information are in the Chapter Newsletter.  The  
November 20th meeting will have Chapter member John Willis speak about the local CERT Program that 
assists citizens to better prepare and survive disasters. 
 
Old/New Business 

a. JROTC FUND GOLF TOURNAMENT preparations continue for the golf committee.  The 
tournament will be held at Olde Sycamore Golf Plantation on October 14th with registration 
at 0730 and a shotgun start at 0900.  The next golf committee meeting will be Wednesday, 
September 21st at 2:30 p.m. at Olde Sycamore.   

b. The golf committee continues to seek out sponsors, raffle prizes, silent auction items and 
goodie bag items.  Golfers are also needed.  Chapter members are encouraged to come out 
to the event to assist with set up and to assist with on-course activities.  Breakfast and lunch 
will be provided for all volunteers.  A JROTC color guard unit from Rocky River High School 
will provide a military presence to the opening ceremonies of the tournament.  Thanks to 
Col. Bob Clark, Director of CMS JROTC for providing the color guard. 

c.  A proposal to hold the annual Chapter Christmas Party (December 11th) at the Bella Sera 
Villas Clubhouse off of Route 51 in Matthews is being considered.  The Southern Gourmet 
will cater the affair.  Cost will be $30 per person.  Members are asked to let Chapter board 
members know how they feel about the above proposal.   

d. Ron Morgan advised the Chapter that MOAA National has once again selected the Chapter  
as a MOAA 5 Star Award Winner.  This is our third year in a row that the Chapter has 
attained this honor.   

e. Ron Morgan announced that a nominating committee has been formed headed by 1st VP Jay 
Garbus to seek out officers and directors for 2017.  Other members of the committee 
include Harley Ellinger, Gloria Scienski, Larry Stawicki and Scott Morris.  Chapter members 
are encouraged to support the nomination process and respond positively should the 
committee request your support as a Chapter officer. 

f. The Board of Directors has agreed to continue the JROTC Instructor of the Year Program to 
honor one officer and one NCO instructor from throughout the Charlotte-Metrolina area.   

g. The Chapter will continue to provide JROTC Leadership Awards to each of the 34 high 
school units in the Charlotte-Metrolina area.   This will include the addition of three high 
schools from the “Upstate Area” of South Carolina. 



h. Ron Morgan advised that the Board of Directors has approved changes to Chapter dues as 
follows:  New Chapter members will be charged $5.00 for their first year of membership.  
Thereafter, they will pay the regular $25 fee.  In addition, existing members may now get 5 
years of membership for a one-time payment of $100.00. 

i. Ron Morgan announced that beginning in January 2017, Gloria Scienski will be hold the 
director position of Surviving Spouse Liaison.  This is a new initiative by MOAA to assist 
spouses in understanding their benefits and providing a voice for spouses and a 
representative on the Chapter Board. 

j. Ron Morgan announced that thanks to the efforts of Harley Ellinger, AAA of the Carolinas 
has provided  the Chapter a $5,000 grant to the Chapter’s  JROTC Scholarship Fund.  In 
response, the Chapter will require that each applicant for a scholarship be required to write 
an essay on the topic “Teenage Distracted Driving.”   
 

Announcements 
a.  Toys for Tots will be collected at the November and December meetings.  Carol and Gary 

Aljets will collect the donated toys and get them to the Marine Corps Reserve for 
distribution. 

b. On October 1st and 2nd a DECA (Defense Department Commissary) case lot sale will be held 
at Charlotte Air National Base off of Billy Graham Parkway starting at 9 a.m.   

c. September 30th and October 1st Blessed Assurance Adult Day Care is having a BBQ sale.  
Gary Aljets has tickets. 

d. On October 8th Chapter member and Chapter Past President Bill McKenna was the guest 
speaker at the NJROTC Providence High School Navy Ball.   

e. November 7th is the Carolinas Freedom Foundation breakfast at the Sheraton.  A donation 
of $80 will ensure a seat.  See Ron Morgan. 

f. November 3rd – Premier Showing of “Hacksaw Ridge” the story of Demond Doss’ efforts 
during the final days of the Battle for Okinawa for which he received the US Medal of Honor.   

 
Program -  Following dinner, Jay Garbus, Program Chairman, introduced Larry Dandridge who spoke 
about his work in support of the VA Hospital Charleston, the Fisher House Project in Charleston and his 
experiences as an Army helicopter pilot in Vietnam.  His service in Vietnam is chronicled in his book 
“Blades of Thunder” which he made available after his presentation.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 5:05 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Ron Wilsbach, Secretary/Treasurer 
 


